
Rediscover the Lost Masterpiece: Zaide,
Mozart's Enchanting Opera

Prologue: A Tale of Lost and Rediscovered Treasure

In the annals of musical history, few stories are as intriguing as that of
Mozart's unfinished opera, Zaide. Composed in 1779 when the maestro
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was just 23 years old, Zaide was an ambitious work that showcased his
extraordinary talent and unconventional spirit. However, fate had other
plans, and the opera was tragically left incomplete, its melodies and
characters confined to obscurity for centuries.
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Decades passed, and the fate of Zaide remained a tantalizing mystery.
Fragments of the score and libretto survived, teasing musicologists and
opera lovers alike with their tantalizing glimpse into what could have been.
Then, in 2006, a breakthrough occurred. German composer and
musicologist, Roland Wengert, embarked on a painstaking journey to
reconstruct Zaide, using meticulous research and inspiration drawn from
Mozart's other works.

The result is a triumph of scholarship and musical intuition. Wengert's
reconstructed version of Zaide premiered in 2006, bringing this lost
masterpiece back to life in all its glory. Now, for the first time ever, the full
score and libretto of Zaide is available to the public in a beautifully
presented volume: Zaide: Mozart's Lost Opera.
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Chapter 1: The Enchanting World of Zaide

Zaide is a tale of love, intrigue, and cultural clashes set in the exotic
environs of the Ottoman Empire. The story follows the plight of Zaide, a
beautiful Spanish noblewoman, who is captured by corsairs and sold into
slavery in the court of the Pasha Selim. Amidst the opulence and danger of
the harem, Zaide finds herself torn between her love for her captor and her
desire for freedom.

Wengert's reconstruction of the opera is a testament to Mozart's
extraordinary gift for melodic invention and dramatic storytelling. The score
abounds with enchanting arias, soaring ensembles, and intricate
instrumental passages that perfectly capture the characters' emotions and
the exotic setting. From the plaintive lament of "Ruhe sanft, mein holdes
Leben" to the joyful celebration of "Vivat Bacchus," Zaide is a musical feast
that delights the ears and stirs the soul.

Chapter 2: The Characters and Their Inner Struggles

The characters of Zaide are complex and richly developed, each with their
own motivations and desires. Zaide herself is a paragon of virtue and
resilience, torn between her love for Selim and her longing for her lost
homeland. Selim, the Pasha, is a figure of both power and tenderness, torn
between his passion for Zaide and his duty as a ruler. Gomatz, Selim's
malicious servant, represents the darker side of human nature, plotting
against his master and manipulating others to satisfy his own selfish
ambitions.

Wengert's libretto delves into the characters' inner struggles with poetic
insight and psychological depth. The arias and ensembles provide a
platform for the characters to express their innermost thoughts and



feelings, creating a profound and emotionally resonant experience for the
listener.

Chapter 3: The Reconstruction Process: A Labor of Love

Wengert's reconstruction of Zaide was a monumental undertaking that
required meticulous research and a deep understanding of Mozart's
compositional style. He pored over fragments of the original score, studied
Mozart's other works, and consulted with leading musicologists to piece
together the missing sections of the opera.

In addition to completing the unfinished portions of the score, Wengert also
created new recitatives to stitch together the musical numbers and provide
a cohesive narrative structure. The result is a seamless and captivating
work that flows naturally from beginning to end.

Chapter 4: Zaide on Stage: A Triumphant Return

Since its premiere in 2006, Zaide has been performed to great acclaim
around the world. Opera companies and audiences alike have embraced
this newly rediscovered gem, marveling at its melodic beauty, dramatic
intensity, and cultural significance.

The staging of Zaide presents unique challenges, as it requires a large cast
of talented singers, an orchestra capable of capturing the exotic
instrumentation, and a production design that transports the audience to
the world of the 18th-century Ottoman Empire. However, those who have
witnessed a performance of Zaide attest to its transformative power,
immersing them in a captivating and unforgettable musical experience.

Epilogue: A Legacy Reunited



With the publication of Zaide: Mozart's Lost Opera, the legacy of this
masterpiece is finally complete. The full score and libretto are now
available for scholars, performers, and opera enthusiasts alike to study,
perform, and appreciate. Through Wengert's meticulous reconstruction,
future generations can experience the full glory of Zaide, a work that stands
as a testament to Mozart's boundless talent and the enduring power of
music.

Whether you are a seasoned opera lover or new to the world of classical
music, Zaide: Mozart's Lost Opera is an essential addition to your library.
Immerse yourself in the enchanting world of Zaide and rediscover the lost
masterpiece that has captivated audiences for centuries.
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