
Should College Athletes Be Paid?
The topic of whether or not college athletes should be paid has been a
subject of debate for many years. There are strong arguments on both
sides of the issue, and it is important to consider all of the factors involved
before forming an opinion.
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Arguments for paying college athletes

There are several arguments in favor of paying college athletes. First, it is
important to remember that these athletes are generating billions of dollars
in revenue for their universities. In the 2019-2020 academic year, the NCAA
generated $1.1 billion in revenue from the College Football Playoff alone.
This money goes towards paying for coaches, athletic directors, and other
university administrators, but none of it goes to the athletes themselves.

Second, college athletes are putting their bodies and minds on the line for
their universities. They are often required to train for hours each day, and
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they face the risk of serious injuries. In some cases, these injuries can have
a lifelong impact on their health. Despite the risks, college athletes are not
guaranteed to receive a scholarship or any other form of compensation for
their efforts.

Third, paying college athletes would help to level the playing field between
the rich and the poor. Currently, only a small number of athletes come from
wealthy families. This gives them a significant advantage over athletes from
less affluent backgrounds. If college athletes were paid, it would help to
offset the costs of attending college and make it possible for more athletes
to participate in college sports.

Arguments against paying college athletes

There are also several arguments against paying college athletes. First, it
is important to note that college athletes are already receiving a valuable
education in exchange for their athletic services. Many colleges and
universities offer scholarships that cover the full cost of tuition, room, and
board. This is a significant benefit, especially for athletes who come from
low-income families.

Second, paying college athletes would create a slippery slope. Once
athletes are paid, it would be difficult to stop them from demanding more
and more money. This could lead to a bidding war between colleges and
universities, which would ultimately drive up the cost of college tuition for
everyone.

Third, paying college athletes would destroy the amateurism of college
sports. College sports are supposed to be about more than just winning
and losing. They are supposed to be about teaching athletes valuable life



lessons, such as teamwork, perseverance, and sportsmanship. If athletes
are paid, it would change the entire dynamic of college sports and make it
more like a professional league.

The debate over whether or not college athletes should be paid is a
complex one. There are strong arguments on both sides of the issue.
Ultimately, the decision of whether or not to pay college athletes is a matter
of opinion. However, it is important to consider all of the factors involved
before forming an opinion.
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