
The Little-Known De Gaulle Who Fought to
Free Occupied France
In the annals of history, Charles de Gaulle is often portrayed as a towering
figure who led France to victory in World War II. However, beyond the
iconic symbol of national pride, there existed a lesser-known side of de
Gaulle—a man driven by an unwavering determination to liberate his
homeland from Nazi occupation.
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Born in 1890, de Gaulle's early life foreshadowed his future as a military
strategist and leader. Raised in a patriotic family, he excelled in his studies
and entered the prestigious Saint-Cyr Military Academy in 1910. His
exceptional performance earned him assignments in both the infantry and
tank corps, where he gained valuable combat experience and a reputation
for his tactical acumen.
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The Seeds of Resistance

When the German army invaded France in 1940, de Gaulle was a young
general commanding the 4th Armored Division. He witnessed firsthand the
overwhelming power of the Nazi war machine and the collapse of the
French army. However, unlike many of his fellow officers, de Gaulle refused
to accept defeat.

In a stirring broadcast from London on June 18, 1940, de Gaulle called
upon the French people to continue the fight. He established the Free
French Forces, a small but determined group of exiles and volunteers who
vowed to liberate France. De Gaulle's unwavering belief in the French spirit
and his refusal to surrender inspired hope and resistance in a nation reeling
from defeat.

A Thorny Path

Leading the Free French Forces was a daunting task. De Gaulle faced
skepticism and opposition from both the French government in exile and
the British government, who initially doubted his legitimacy and his ability to
mobilize significant support. Moreover, de Gaulle's strong personality and
independent streak sometimes alienated potential allies.

Despite these challenges, de Gaulle remained steadfast in his pursuit of
liberation. He established a provisional government in London, organized
covert operations in occupied France, and tirelessly rallied international
support for his cause. His unwavering determination and his ability to
inspire a sense of national pride gradually won over even his detractors.

Operation Overlord



In June 1944, the Allied forces launched Operation Overlord, the long-
awaited invasion of Normandy. De Gaulle played a crucial role in the
planning and execution of the operation, ensuring that the Free French
Forces participated in the liberation of their own country. He flew back to
France with the invading troops and made a triumphant entry into Paris in
August 1944, greeted by cheering crowds.

A Nation Reborn

With the liberation of France, de Gaulle assumed the leadership of the
provisional government and embarked on the arduous task of rebuilding
the war-torn nation. He faced immense challenges, including the need to
restore Free Download, prosecute collaborators, and rebuild the economy.
However, de Gaulle's leadership and his vision for a new, prosperous
France inspired the nation to overcome these obstacles.

In 1946, de Gaulle resigned from the government to protest the slow pace
of constitutional reform and the increasing influence of the Communist
Party. However, his legacy as the father of modern France remained
secure. He returned to power in 1958 during the Algerian crisis and served
as president until 1969, leaving an indelible mark on French history.

The story of Charles de Gaulle's unwavering determination to free occupied
France is a testament to the indomitable spirit of a man who refused to
accept defeat. Despite facing immense challenges and opposition, de
Gaulle remained steadfast in his belief that France would rise again. His
leadership and his refusal to surrender inspired a nation and played a
pivotal role in shaping the course of world history.



In his book, "The Little-Known De Gaulle Who Fought To Free Occupied
France," historian Jean Lacouture provides a comprehensive and
captivating account of this extraordinary period in de Gaulle's life. Drawing
on unpublished documents and interviews with key figures, Lacouture
sheds new light on de Gaulle's struggles and triumphs, revealing a more
nuanced and human portrait of the man behind the legend.

Through the pages of this book, readers will gain a deeper appreciation for
de Gaulle's unwavering patriotism, his strategic brilliance, and his
remarkable ability to inspire a nation to rise from the ashes of defeat.
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