The Of Grace by Suzan-Lori Parks: A
Postmodern Masterpiece

In the vast landscape of American theater, few playwrights have made as
profound an impact as Suzan-Lori Parks. Her groundbreaking work, The Of
Grace, has won numerous prestigious awards, including the Pulitzer Prize
for Drama in 2002.
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This essay will provide a comprehensive review and analysis of The Of
Grace. We will explore its themes, characters, literary devices, and critical
reception, highlighting its significance as a postmodern masterpiece.

Themes

The Of Grace is a complex and multi-layered play that explores a wide
range of themes, including:
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= Race and gender: The play examines the intersection of race and
gender in American society, particularly the experiences of African
American women.

= lIdentity: The characters in The Of Grace are constantly struggling with
issues of identity, both personal and collective.

= Feminism: Parks draws upon feminist theory to explore the ways in
which women are oppressed and marginalized.

= Postmodernism: The Of Grace is a postmodern text that challenges
traditional notions of narrative, character, and language.

Characters

The Of Grace features a cast of complex and compelling characters, each
of whom represents a different aspect of the play's themes.

= Grace: The protagonist of the play, Grace is a young African American
woman who is struggling to find her place in the world.

= CiCi: Grace's best friend, CiCi is a strong and independent woman
who serves as a role model for Grace.

= Mr. Johnson: Grace's father, Mr. Johnson is a stern and unforgiving
man who represents the patriarchal values of traditional society.

= Aunt Beatrice: Grace's aunt, Aunt Beatrice is a wise and
compassionate woman who provides Grace with guidance and
support.

Literary Devices



Parks employs a variety of literary devices in The Of Grace to create a
unique and compelling theatrical experience.

= Non-linear narrative: The play's narrative is non-linear, jumping back
and forth in time to create a fragmented and disorienting effect.

= Multiple perspectives: The play is told from multiple perspectives,
allowing the audience to see the events of the play from different
points of view.

= Brechtation: Parks employs Brechtian techniques to distance the
audience from the play and encourage them to think critically about its
themes.

= Experimental language: Parks uses experimental language to create
a unique and poetic soundscape.

Critical Reception

The Of Grace has been widely praised by critics for its originality,
complexity, and power. It has been hailed as a masterpiece of American
theater and has been compared to the works of Samuel Beckett, Bertolt
Brecht, and August Wilson.

In his review of the play, New York Times critic Ben Brantley wrote, "The Of
Grace is a play that will haunt you long after you leave the theater. It is a
powerful and provocative work of art that challenges our assumptions
about race, gender, and identity."

The Of Grace by Suzan-Lori Parks is a groundbreaking play that has had a
profound impact on American theater. Its exploration of race, gender,
identity, and feminism is timely and relevant, and its postmodern form



challenges traditional notions of narrative and character. The Of Grace is a
must-read for anyone interested in contemporary theater and a play that
will stay with you long after you finish it.
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